


_ Barricade on’ Pecos River: erected by

absentee Texas oil mqn ’s trust
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My Motivation: Love for the
Wild Gila River / Protect from
Government Abuses and Lies
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* Aldo Leopold in 1924 protected the headwaters of
the Gila River as the USA’s first wilderness

* Backpacked the Gila Wilderness as a young man—
1970s

* Scary river crossings during spring floods
* Decided to run the river

* Dozens of Gila Wilderness three-day canoe trips—
early 1980s to date

e Wild Gila River advocate 2014 to date

* Gila Wild and Scenic River bill would protect
permanently




Key Opposition Factors in
Gila River Developers’
S16 Million Fail

Political engagement and support

Relentless use of public records and open
government laws

Bringing to light the real facts and science
Effective communications
Core team and engaged supporters

Perseverance




Gila Success
Lessons Learned

e Partners were essential

* Biggest hurdle was opponents
seemingly limitless resources;
perseverance was the solution

* What advice do you have for ACA
members who want to become more
involved in their local public policy
issues?

* Get Involved. Seek Allies. Get
Organized.

* Partners/NGOs. Press. Plan.
Political and Public Engagement
and Communications.

* Understand the relevant facts,
science, and economics.

* Access public records.

* Find a good lawyer who wants
to help.
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Partnersand Lawyer

- Essential i Taking the
i %y “Fight to the Rich
& Privatizers

WARNING: PRIVATE PROPERTY

NO TRESPASSING

G, FISHING, TRAPPING,
C HIKING, SIGHTSEEING
WATERCRAFT OPERATION, OR ANY
OTHER USE, RECREATIONAL OR
NON-RECREATIONAL IS AUTHORIZED
WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION.
Mnmdmm.d-mhhnmm
Nmsa 1978, §§ 1746 (2015) & 20146 (1979)
#UCO ABLESON, PROPERTY MANAGER « 2.0, BOX A, TERIRRO, MM I8y

ADVERTENCIA: PROPRIEDAD PRIVADA

NO TRASPASAR

NO CAZAR, PESCAR, ATRAPAR,
CAMPAMENTO, EXCURSIONISMO,
TURISMO, NI PASEO EN BARCO
NI NINGUNO OTRO USO ESTA
PERMITIDO SIN PERMISO ESCRITO

Este Aviso Es D& Conformidad Con
NMSA 1978, §§ 17-4-6 (2015) y 30-14-6 (1979)

NUGO ABLESON, GERINTE » 1.0. BOX SA, TERERRO, MM 87573




New Mexico Whitewater
A Guide to River Trips

Rich absentee
landowners have
subverted New Mexico’s
constitutional public
stream access rights

Four river segments i
in this 1983 State Parks*{"
Guidebook have privatize
segments approved or have .
pending applications \ :

NM Supreme Court \ 7
accepted March 2020 : x
Petition to Overturn State
Game Commission -
Privatization Rule—case

Pecos River

awaits court decisions <« o o




Petitioners

Adobe
Whitewater
Club

For the Love of Rivers

https://www.adobewhitewater.org/stream-access



“New Mexico Paddlers Coalition”

NMROA

= ACA =

CANOE « KAYAK « SUP « RAFT « RESCUE

. NEW MEXICO
ot /N, ew M. exilCcoO River Outfitters Association

) V4 AMERICAN
LA S WHITEWATER
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Success Factors

. Partners W|th command of issues and
supportive public policy positions

* Engaged national NGOs as participants
and stakeholders

* Engaged coalition and grass roots
supporters/stakeholders

» Effective communications—press and
public

* Engaged politicians and officials
*  Fundraising

* Good lawyers

Gett| ng Sta rted
% NI e M
. Get involved, do homework
* Seek allies
* Get organized
* Make aplan
Get productive work done



