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Paddle Ready is a new app designed for paddlers who want to maximize their fun and safety on 

the water. FREE on the App Store and Google Play, Paddle Ready allows you to: 

 

 Complete a float plan and email it to your friends. 

 Find an ACA Instructor or Course near you. 

 Get real-time environmental coverage plus weather conditions for various paddling 

environments, and save your favorite paddling routes for quick reference. 

 Search for Boating Organizations and Offices by state. 

 Have Paddle Safety Checklists for various paddling environments at your fingertips. 

 Use the Safety and Rescue How-to Videos to keep your knowledge current. 

 And more! 

 

Visit www.americancanoe.org/PaddleReady to learn more and download the app today! 

http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/paddle-ready/id905966259?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.americancanoe.paddleready
http://www.americancanoe.org/PaddleReady
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The ACA’s new PSA, SUP: Leashes & Lifejackets, makes it clear to 
standup paddleboarders what types of leashes and lifejackets are 

appropriate for different water venues. The video is intended to educate 
all those new to stand-up paddleboarding (SUP), as well as those who 

have experience with the sport but are unaware of leash and lifejacket 
best practices. Some of the rules and recommendations regarding these 

pieces of equipment may surprise you.  

 

Please visit the ACA’s YouTube channel to watch the video.  

http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
http://youtu.be/IMjgnFPnEqU
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Marvine Cole 
October 2014 Kokatat Instructor of the Month 

“Canoeing is like coming home.” 

Marvine was first introduced to canoeing at Girl Scout camp in Alabama; she was 
instantly captivated by swamping an aluminum canoe, getting back in, and hand 
paddling back to shore. Her introduction to whitewater came in high school on the 
Potomac River in Maryland, when she and her three sisters took American Red 
Cross paddling classes from Tom Shean. She paddled only occasionally after that 
experience, but took up whitewater canoeing in 1997 after failed attempts to get 
comfortable in a kayak. For her, getting back in the canoe felt like coming home. 
Two years later, she became an ACA certified whitewater canoe instructor, and 
later certified as a Level 5 Advanced Whitewater Solo Canoe instructor (one of the 

only two female L5 Advanced Whitewater Canoe instructors in the country!). 

 

A former president of the Georgia Canoeing 
Association (an ACA PAC), Marvine now 
teaches for the club. “I love teaching. By 
sharing my knowledge, skills and enthusiasm, 
I hope to give my students that sense of 
adventure and wonder that I feel when I’m on 

the river.”  

 

Despite her love of whitewater paddling, 
Marvine has paddled her share of flatwater. 
She and her sisters raced four times in the 

Texas Water Safari, a 260-mile day and night race from San Marcos to the coast. “I 
love the calming rhythm of flatwater paddling. And I love a challenge, whether it’s 

a tough rapid or a long and arduous race.”  

http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
http://www.kokatat.com/
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The inaugural ACA Adaptive Paddling 

Summit was a huge success! In 

addition to the ACA annual meeting 

and awards ceremony, attendees had 

the opportunity to speak with 

adaptive sports industry leaders, and 

try the latest & greatest products on 

the market for adaptive paddling. To 

find out more about the ACA’s 

adaptive program, please click here. 

http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
http://www.americancanoe.org/?page=Courses_Adaptive
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Submit 

An article 

Want to submit an article and be featured in the ACA Journal of Paddlesport 

Education?   

Learn more at: www.americancanoe.org/JPE 

Submit articles to www.americancanoe.org/JPE/submission 

http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
http://www.americancanoe.org/JPE/submission
http://www.americancanoe.org/JPE/submission
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Competitive 

synchronized 

swimmer 

 

Wade Blackwood  

Chris Stec  

Amy Ellis  

Candy Patten  

Catharine Lloyd  

Kelsey Bracewell  

Zane Havens  

Cireena Katto  

Hillary Chesson  

T.J. Turner  

Joe Moore  

Dave Burden  

 

Did you know? The ACA Office is dog friendly! 

Can you guess how many canine companions spend their 

days working beside the ACA staff? 

We’ll tell you the answer in the November JPE! 

Writes Poetry 

Award winning 

artist 

Has been to 31 

countries and all 

50 states 

About your ACA Office Staff 

Executive Director 

Chief Operating Officer 

Membership Coordinator 

Membership Coordinator 

Insurance Coordinator 

Communications Coordinator 

SEI Coordinator 

Stewardship Coordinator 

Office Manager 

Education & Outreach Coordinator 

Education & Outreach Coordinator 

International Paddlesport Ambassador 

http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
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http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
http://www.americancanoe.org/events/event_details.asp?id=436666&group=
http://www.americancanoe.org/events/event_details.asp?id=299308&group=
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Explore & Add ACA Recommended 

Water Trails 

Bahia de los Angeles, Mexico 

The ACA has a new Water Trail Directory making it easier for paddlers and 

Water Trail Managers to create and find recreational waterways. The ACA 

Recommended Water Trail directory is now available to the public, featuring 

water trails from across the United States. Use this resource to obtain more 

information about the trails in your state, or in the state where you are 

planning your next paddling trip! 

The value of this directory goes beyond simply offering a comprehensive 

listing. The ACA uses this tool to assist groups in establishing their own water 

trails, helping to not only increase waterway access, but to protect important 

environmental resources. 

Do you have a water trail in your community? Add a Water Trail and become a 

Water Trail Manager to establish and promote  your ACA Recommended Water 

Trail through our online directory. 

http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
http://www.americancanoe.org/?page=PaddleGreenBags
http://www.americancanoe.org/search/custom.asp?id=2080
http://www.americancanoe.org/?page=Submit_WaterTrail
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Throughout 2013 and 2014, the ACA SUP Yoga Advisory Workgroup, a 

volunteer sub-committee of the ACA's SUP Discipline Committee, worked on 

developing a SUP Yoga program that would be nationally recognized. The 

curriculum was finalized at a two day workshop in Maitland, FL, then vetted 

by the ACA’s Safety Education & Instruction Council, the SUP Discipline 

Committee, and ultimately was approved by the Board of Directors. 

 

The SUP Yoga Skills Course is designed to introduce/expose the participant 

to sufficient skills and knowledge so they can enjoy yoga while on a Stand Up 

Paddleboard.  

For more information, go to www.americancanoe.org/SupYoga 

 

http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
http://www.americancanoe.org/SupYoga
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For the last several years, the U.S. Coast Guard has been working to 
redesign the labeling for personal flotation devices to more effectively 

convey safety information. The current proposal removes type codes, 
aka Type I, II, III, IV and V, in regulations on the carriage and labeling of 

U.S. Coast Guard-approved personal flotation devices. 
 

PFD type codes are unique to Coast Guard approval and are not well 
understood by the public. Removing these type codes from the 

regulations would facilitate future incorporation by reference of new 
industry consensus standards for PFD labeling that will more effectively 

convey safety information and is a step toward harmonization of our 
regulations with PFD requirements in Canada and in other countries. 

 
As of September 22, 2014, a final rule was issued to remove PFD 

Type codes in federal regulations. 

Personal Flotation Devices Labeling & Standards (PDF / Online) 

What does this mean for the paddling community? 

Over time, the terminology of Type I, II, III, IV and V will no longer 

appear on lifejacket labels and in literature. Once the new standard 

wording or icons for lifejackets are finalized, instructors and clubs will 

then need to share this updated information with the public.    

http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
http://www.americancanoe.org/resource/resmgr/SPP-documents/Life_Jacket_Standards_and_La.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2014/09/22/2014-22373/personal-flotation-devices-labeling-and-standards?utm_source=September+newsletter+&utm_campaign=September+Newsletter+&utm_medium=email
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Membership changes?? 

In July of 2014, the ACA database was 
restructured and enhanced to better serve 
our members!  
 
What upgrades were implemented? 

   *Several membership types were 

 consolidated 
   *The number of steps to join or renew 

 was reduced 

   *It is now easier to sign up family 
 members 

   *There is now an auto-renewal option 

 available 

A special note for ACA Instructors/ITs/ITEs: 

If you hold a current ACA Instructor certification, your membership type 

was changed to 'Instructors & Families'.  If you are a student, a senior, 
or a member of a PAC, you will still receive that discount.  The discount 

will show up in the payment screen during the renewal process.  Your 
annual SEIC dues ($25) will also show up in the payment processing 

screen.  Your current Instructor certifications, assessments and 

endorsements were not changed or altered during this process.   

If you hold a current ACA Instructor Trainer or Educator 
certification, your membership type was changed to 'Instructor Trainer/

Educators & Families'.  If you are a senior, or a member of a PAC, you 
will still receive that discount.  The discount will show up in the 

payment screen during the renewal process. Your annual SEIC dues

($75) will also show up in the payment processing screen.  

For more information about our database upgrades, please visit 

www.americancanoe.org/DatabaseUpgrade.  

http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
http://www.americancanoe.org/DatabaseUpgrade
http://www.americancanoe.org/DatabaseUpgrade
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http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
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ACA Instructors are eligible to receive discounts on Astral lifejackets, 

shoes, and paddling accessories. 

Check out their product line, here. 

Email kbracewell@americancanoe.org for your promo code! 

http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
http://www.astraldesigns.com/
mailto:kbracewell@americancanoe.org
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http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
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Something Brand New in the Paddling Safety World! 

What's one thing that all paddling instructors need? Safety information, presented 

to viewers in an entertaining way! Paddling safety is our #1 priority, so we've creat-

ed two animated videos in an effort to deliver fun and engaging safety messages 

that stick. 

 

Click here to check out the new animated videos or visit 

www.americancanoe.org/animatedvideos 

 

We believe the simple messages contained in these humorous videos have the pow-

er to save lives. But we need your help. Please show the videos to your students, 

email them to family and friends, share them on your social media accounts, 

and post them to your website or blog.  

http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
http://www.americancanoe.org/?page=AnimatedVideos
http://www.americancanoe.org/animatedvideos
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Kelsey 
Kelsey Bracewell 
Safety, Education & Instruction Coordinator 
kbracewell@americancanoe.org 
540-907-4460 x 105 

Joe 
Joe Moore 
Education & Outreach Coordinator 
jmoore@americancanoe.org  
540-907-4460 x 102 

T.J. 
T.J. Turner 
Education & Outreach Coordinator 
tjturner@americancanoe.org 
540-907-4460 x 103 

The JPE is brought to you by: 

http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
mailto:%20kbracewell@americancanoe.org
https://www.facebook.com/Paddlesport
https://plus.google.com/104431392705571229067
https://twitter.com/americancanoe
http://www.youtube.com/user/AmericanCanoe1/featured
http://americancanoe.blogspot.com/
http://pinterest.com/acapaddlesports/
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/ACA-Canoe-Kayak-SUP-Raft-881147/about
mailto:jmoore@americancanoe.org


October 2014 Become a Subaru VIP  21 

 

Photo: Rob Hurst 

20% Discount for ACA Instructors 

For a Limited Time:  

30% off Fluid Inflatable (pictured below) 

Contact: joe@mtiadventurewear.com  

ADVERTISEMENT 

http://aca.site-ym.com/?page=Subaru
mailto:joe@mtiadventurewear.com

