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Since 2002...  

$2,205,005  
Total Value of Volunteer Time 

15,560 
Total number of volunteers that have participated in projects 

97,615 
Total Amount of Hours Donated by Volunteers 

622,960 
Total Pounds of Trash and Marine Debris Removed 
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2015  CFS Grant Recipients 

The ACA is proud to help local paddling clubs and organizations improve their waterways and make the world 

a better place to paddle! Through funds provided by L.L.Bean, the Club Fostered Stewardship (CFS) Grant 

Program has provided nearly $130,000 to over 135 different stewardship initiatives since its inception in 2002. 

The purpose of the CFS Grant Program is to encourage paddling clubs to take an active role in protecting and 

improving our nations waterways. This year, L.L.Bean is funding 15 projects run by the following 

organizations:  

Anchorage Waterways Council 

Boardman River Clean Sweep 

Cahaba River Keeper 

Eaton Rapids Adventure Club 

Friends of the Colorado River 

Foundation 

Friends of the Rappahannock 

Friends of Waterbury Reservoir 

Illinois Paddling Council 

Northern Forest Canoe Trail 

Paddle Without Pollution 

Plastic Tides &  the Plastic Ocean 

Project 

 

River Restoration Adventures for 

Tomorrow 

South Dakota Canoe and Kayak 

Association 

Spokane River Forum 

Tennessee Scenic Rivers 

Association 
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The Anchorage Waterways Councilôs 31st Annual Creek Cleanup 

 The Anchorage Waterways Council (AWC) is a 501 (c) (3) that was established in 1984.  Its mission 

is: to promote the prevention of further environmental degradation; and the protection, restoration, and 

enhancement of waterways, wetlands, and associated uplands within the Municipality of Anchorage. This is 

accomplished through outreach projects, youth education, volunteer water quality monitoring, addressing 

issues and concerns with agencies and property owners, and organizing large community events, such as our 

annual creek cleanup in May. 

 The location of the area of activity is primarily the Anchorage ñbowlò.  This is the highly urbanized 

portion of the 2,000 sq. mi. Municipality of Anchorage (MOA). There are several sites that needed trash 

cleaned along the major creeks and lakes in the MOA.  These include Ship Creek, Chester Creek, Campbell 

Creek, Little Campbell Creek, Furrow Creek, Fish Creek, Rabbit Creek, Westchester Lagoon, Potter Marsh, 

University Lake, Taku Lake, Goose Lake, Eagle River, Glacier Creek (outside the ñbowlò), and more. 

 Over the 8 days of cleaning (May 9-16), there were 40 teams officially signed up.  The number of 

participants ranged from 1 to 30.  Some people who cleaned did not sign up, so their volunteer numbers were 

not captured.  It is estimated that approximately 800 people contributed in some capacity.  The number of 

human hours captured varied by team, but an estimate is at least 2,000 hours of time was volunteered (this is 

conservative).   

a.  Other milestones that occurred involved the amount of trash that was officially weighed.  This was 

provided by the MOA Solid Waste Services and amounted to just over 5 tons.  Other trash was 

collected by the MOA Parks and Rec Department, estimated at 2 tons, and some individuals and 

teams took their trash home, which meant it was not counted by weight. 

b. This was the first year for collecting monofilament fishing line and debris.  It was separated from 

the other trash, cleaned, and recycled.   

Anchorage  

Waterways Council 

www.anchoragecreeks.org  
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 The primary limitation of the project involved trash collection.  A few years ago the MOA went to 

automated trash trucks which meant the typical garbage truck with one or two people at the back who could 

collect the brightly colored bags no longer exists.  The result was that teams of people had to go out to areas 

where trash was known to have been cleaned on the specific day and collect it in personal vehicles to transport 

to the dump.  In Anchorage, if trash bags are left unattended they can be ripped open by dogs and bears or 

opportunistic people decide to deposit their own garbage at a site where they see creek cleanup bags.  It made 

for a sense of urgency to be notified where trash was and to dispatch someone there as fast as possible.   

 The project and specifically the CFS logo were marketed in several ways: fliers, social media, i.e. FB, e

-newsletters, our website anchoragecreeks.org/pages/creekcleanup_about.php (which will remain up until next 

year), and a paid thank you ad in The Anchorage Press. Even though the event is over, the benefits of this 

grant to AWCôs May cleanup will be further touted.  In addition, there will be a Creek Celebration on Sept. 12 

where the logo will be displayed on a banner. 

 The local community loves Creek Cleanup.  For many itôs a decades-old tradition.  They come out year 

after year to participate, and every person who does clean up is more aware of trying to curb trash in the 

creeks.  Itôs both visual and educational. 

Thank you! 

http://anchoragecreeks.org/pages/creekcleanup_about.php
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 The Boardman River Clean Sweep organization has been doing river cleanups since 2004.  It's 

something we are good at.  But this project was completely different from anything we had ever done and we 

had to break the mold to get it done. 

 On October 24, 2015, the Boardman River Clean Sweep (BRCS) and Grand Traverse Conservation 

District (GTCD) teamed up to plant 2318 trees in one day.  It was by far the most difficult, complicated, 

technical and tiring one-day project we have ever done.  Plus it was breezy, misting and raining all day and 

just as we completed planting the last trees and got everyone off the field, the wind started to blow about 40 

miles per hour and took our patio tent down. 

The project actually took 4 days. 

Day 1.  Four days before the event, we purchased the trees, tagged them, got food, got tools and made the 

preparations for record keeping.  We spent 630.00 for the trees and 69.00 for shovels.  All the food, and extra 

expenses were borne by the BRCS.  We got a 10% discount and paid no sales tax thus allowing us to get 2 or 3 

extra trees. 

Day 2. Two days before the event, we helped the GTCD sort their trees to get them ready to plant. 

Day 3. The day before the event, we staged our trees out on the field and marked the locations with GPS.   We 

made a map of the location for our volunteers. The field is large and is covered with chest high grass. The trees 

were staged lying down so they would not get damaged by the wind.  They would have been very hard to find 

again without the GPA locations. 

Day 4. We did the planting and took the photos for the dedication certificates and report. 

Boardman River 

Clean Sweep 

www.brcleansweep.org  
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 The GTCD's volunteers planted 2300 - 24" trees in 

one 4 acre location and the BRCS planted 18 large and 

very large trees in a 5 acre location across the river to the 

west. 

 Our first grant request was to plant 1000 - 24" trees 

within a 8 -10 acre plot on the Upper Boardman River in a 

location within a 100 acre area which was formerly a pond 

before a large dam was removed.  But due to the fact that 

our GTCD partner received a multi-year grant to plant 

22,000 - 24" trees in a very wide area, we asked for a 

change to allow us to plant 700.00 worth of larger trees on 

a riverside meadow which will be left as a grassy field and 

not be planted with the smaller trees, thus making our trees more visible and also available for perches for 

birds of prey, shade for deer and other animals, habitat for song birds and seed banks for the lot.  That request 

was approved. 

The BRCS has no lack of paddlers to do river 

cleanups but this project didn't attract many 

volunteers.  We put out the word that these 

trees had been obtained with an ACA grant 

and since they were "free" we would let the 

first 18 people who signed up plant one of 

these "ACA Legacy Trees" in memory or in 

honor of a loved one. We would take their 

photo while planting the tree and provide 

them with a certificate with their photo while 

planting the tree, name of their loved one and the GPS location of the tree so in the future they or their family 

members could keep an eye on the progress of the tree using Google Maps or they could come back to visit it 

and know exactly where it was planted.  17 people signed up almost immediately.  No markers or name tags 

were allowed on this public property. 

The extra tree was a very large and heavy White Spruce which was planted last by all the participants and was 

dedicated to the ACA in gratitude for the many grants that made this project and so many of our projects 

possible.  We all worked on the "ACA Spruce" since the root ball weighed over 400 pounds.  A dedication 

certificate will be mailed to the ACA separately. 
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 We were very fortunate to have a professional gardener sign up and he was our "FOREMAN".  We did 

not plant any trees until he checked the hole and made sure we did it correctly.  He was a busy guy that day.   

 We also, had a pastor come to plant a tree and he said a few words for the volunteers since these were 

Legacy Trees in memory of loved ones. 

 After the ACA tree was planted and dedicated, we had a little hotdog lunch.  Then nine of us stayed 

around to help the GTCD plant their trees on the other side of the river. 

The types of trees, accounting information, GPS locations and photos are contained in separate a file. 

 There was a newspaper reporter for the Traverse City Record Eagle at the site and we did a short inter-

view with him and we mentioned several times that the project was made possible by the ACA.  No article has 

been published but if one is published, we will forward it to the ACA. 

 The BRCS wishes to thank the ACA and LL Bean for their very generous and gracious financial and 

moral support over the years. We literally could not have done the very successful work we have done to make 

our NW Michigan rivers as clean and pristine as we have done without your help and assistance.  

 

www.brcleansweep.org  


