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Founded in 1880, The American Canoe Association (ACA) is a national nonprofit organization serving the
broader paddling public by providing education related to all aspects of paddling, stewardship

support to help protect paddling environments, and sanctioning of programs and events to promote
paddlesport competition, exploration, and recreation.

 
in partnership with L.L. Bean, we believe the CFS Grant program's role is to  Improve access to all

paddling venues; Influence stewardship issues and public policy that affect paddlers and the
paddling experience;  Create strategic alliances with clubs and other organizations that represent

the outdoor experience in order to expand awareness and knowledge of paddlesports; and
Communicate the benefits of canoeing, kayaking, rafting and stand up paddleboarding as healthy

lifetime recreation activities. For more information, please visit: americancanoe.org

https://americancanoe.org/


 C l u b  f o s t e r e d  s t e w a r d s h i p
G r a n t  p r o g r a m

o v e r v i e w

Since 2002, the ACA has partnered with L.L. Bean to sponsor the Club Fostered Stewardship (CFS)

Program. The CFS Program provides funding to local and regional paddling clubs and

organizations that undertake stewardship projects on waterways in their area. The purpose of

the program is to encourage paddling clubs to take an active role in protecting and improving

the nation's waterways. The ACA is proud to  help local paddling clubs and organizations

improve their waterways and make this world a better place to paddle. Through funds

provided by L.L. Bean, the ACA’s CFS Program has provided nearly $175,000 to over 185 different

stewardship initiatives since its inception. With the continued support of L.L. Bean, the ACA will

continue to support paddling clubs and grassroots organizations around the country in their

efforts to care for our waterways. For more information, please visit:

americancanoe.org/stewardship/partnerships

In 2020, the ACA funded twelve (12) organizations and the following stewardship projects

Photo by Sarah Ruhlen

https://americancanoe.org/stewardship/partnerships/


ANCHORAGE WATERWAYS COUNCIL (AWC) WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE ACA AND L.L.
BEAN FOR FUNDING THE 2020 ANNUAL CREEK CLEANUP. IN MAY, AWC HELD ITS

36TH ANNUAL CREEK CLEAN UP IN A SAFE MANNER THAT ALIGNED WITH THE
MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE’S COVID-19 MANDATES.

3 6 T H  A N N U A L  C R E E K  C L E A N  U P
B Y  T H E  A N C H O R A G E  W A T E R W A Y S  C O U N C I L

The cleanup was extended to a 2-week period from the
past habit of 5 days. We encouraged family and small
“bubble” groups/teams to sign up. One member from each
group picked up their supplies from a driveway which
meant no interaction. This year we had 30 teams
comprised of a combined 300 participants. 

They were made up of families and their neighbors or close
friends, a team of nurses, several environmental and

engineering firms, Scouts, UPS, kayakers, outdoor groups,
the Anchorage Park Foundation, attorneys, and more. AWC

provided volunteers with gloves, bags, hand wipes, and
forms for reporting incidents. No incidents were noted

other than the provision of homeless camp locations.
Sadly, creek areas are a very popular place for homeless

to inhabit which impacts the health of our waterways.
Urban Anchorage sports 7 major creeks and several lakes

and marshes. We had teams on every creek, 2 lakes, and
Potter Marsh. Four hundred large bags were distributed to

volunteers, which were used to collect several tons of
trash. Volunteer hours contributed to this project are

estimated at 750. *Due to increased interest in our clean up
efforts since the may event, we decided to hold 2 small

fall cleanups on September 12 and 19.



The Blackstone River Watershed Council / Friends of the
Blackstone (BRWC/FOB) is an all-volunteer organization

officially designated under Rhode Island State Law to represent
the environmental interests of the Blackstone River and its

watershed.  In 2002, the Blackstone River Coalition (BRC) began a
watershed-wide 75 site Water Quality Monitoring program (WQM).

The program is split into 3 regions: headwaters, mid-reach, and
Rhode Island. BRWC/FOB sponsors the RI portion, which is comprised

of 17 sites located in Burrillville, Cumberland, Lincoln, North
Smithfield,  Pawtucket, and Woonsocket and Bellingham, MA. We

monitor each site once a month beginning in April through
November.

 
During the 2020 monitoring season, our program utilized 22

volunteers (including field monitors and floaters) for a minimum
of 200 volunteer hours. This year, we recruited 7 new volunteers

thereby creating another wave of citizen scientists. The funds
from the LL Bean CFS Grant helped BRWC/FOB secure the supplies
and materials necessary to conduct monitoring.  By keeping WQM

going, we observe both short-term and long-term changes to the
watershed, and we can use the data to push municipalities into

making and adhering to regulations.  The data also gives BRWC/FOB
a foundation to provide education about environmental advocacy.  

Our volunteers become citizen scientists, and this creates a web
of activists that otherwise would not be involved in sustainable

action at the community level.
 

We want to thank LL Bean and ACA for selecting BRWC/FOB for the
Club Fostered Stewardship Grant and for helping to support this

vital program.  We look forward to future partnerships together.
 

WATER QUALITY MONITORING PROGRAM
BY THE BLACKSTONE RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL



L A N S I N G  E A R T H  P R O J E C T
B Y  T H E  M I D D L E  G R A N D  R I V E R  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  O F

W A T E R S H E D S

the Lansing Earth Project is made possible through partnership with the nonprofit, The Middle Grand River
Organization of Watersheds, and support from the L.L. Bean CFS Grant program. This year presented unique
challenges, and due to the local COVID-19 restrictions and the governor's emergency orders, our
originally proposed project had to be altered. 

Staff at our local livery, River Town Adventures, conducted  several river clean-ups this year with small
groups of volunteers. Targeted clean up areas were mainly focused on the Red Cedar River near the
campus of Michigan State university and on the Grand River in Downtown lansing. We were also able to
collaborate with another local group called #PickUpLansing and donated the use of our supplies to them
for additional clean-up events.

The Lansing Earth Project is so grateful for the Support of L.L. Bean and the ACA. Without your support we
would not have the opportunities to promote the care and protection of our local river and trail
systems. Thank you very much!



V E T E R A N S  F O R  C L E A N  W A T E R :
K A Y A K  C L E A N  U P  P R O J E C T

B Y  T H E  S A V A N N A H  R I V E R  K E E P E R

THE SAVANNAH RIVER KEEPER IS GRATEFUL TO HAVE BEEN AWARDED AN ACA & L.L. BEAN CFS GRANT FOR
2020. WHILE WE ENCOUNTERED HARDSHIPS DUE TO COVID-19, WE QUICKLY ADAPTED AND CREATED NEW
PROTOCOLS SO WE COULD CONDUCT OUR CLEAN UPS AS SAFELY AS POSSIBLE. WITH THIS GENEROUS GRANT
SUPPORT, WE WERE ABLE TO CONDUCT MULTIPLE WATERWAY CLEANUPS THAT ALSO RESULTED IN
CONTNUED PARTNERSHIPS AND COLLABORATION WITH LOCAL NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS AND VOLUNTEERS.

WE PARTNERED WITH LOCAL NON PROFIT, VETERAN’S FOR CLEAN WATER, AS WELL AS STUDENTS FROM THE
LOCAL UNIVERSITY.

Between the end of july and mid-november 2020, we
hosted sixteen (16) clean ups that were conducted with
kayaks. We had a total of 116 volunteers who
collected an average of twenty (20) pounds of trash
each, for a total of 3,213 pounds of trash collected
from our local waterways.



S P O K A N E  R I V E R  C L E A N  U P
B Y  T H E  S P O K A N E  R I V E R  F O R U M

5 public clean-up days, each focused on a specific river area and open to all
Private clean-up dates scheduled by a group
Do It Yourself (DIY) clean up where staff provide supplies and logistical assistance

The 2020 ACA L.L Bean Club Fostered Stewardship Grant supported dozens of clean up events
which produced extraordinarily successful results. Over a 3-month period from july to
september, 33 clean-ups took place. These resulted in 9,360 lbs of trash being collected by 324
volunteers donating 1,128.5 hours of time. Additional clean-ups through the beginning of
October resulted in the 2020 trash total exceeding over 11,000 lbs.

To provide the most accessible socially distant clean up opportunities for volunteers, we
offered three cleanup format choices: 

This variety of programming required our partners to provide significant on-the-ground staff
support. Another key to success was our well received web page, registration process, and
promotion that leveraged the Forum’s electronic newsletter list and very strong Facebook
and Instagram followings.



One spring day in 2016, sisters Michelle Martin & Melissa Haddix

retrieved a tire stuck on a tree branch from one of their favorite

West Virginia Rivers and hauled it out on their kayak.  Extremely

frustrated by the thousands of tires and volume of trash they

encountered while kayaking, they began collecting trash and

tires every time they paddled.

 

Feeling confident that other paddlers shared their frustration

and desire to take action, they launched the Trash Your Kayak

Cleanup Crew. they partnered with local watershed groups and

the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection’s

Rehabilitation Environmental Action Plan (REAP) Division and

began having Tire River Rescue events and  inspiring & empowering

paddlers to pick up a bag of trash or tire every time they paddle.

 

The Crew has continued to organize Tire River Rescue Events, bring

experienced volunteers to other organization and government

cleanups, grow their Crew members to over 500 and expand their

stewardship partners. In just four years, the Crew has rescued

over 3,200 tires and 4.5 tons of trash.

 

Not wanting to lose momentum due to local COVID-19 restrictions

which limited partnerships with REAP, in 2020 the group supplied a

number of crew members with trash bags and extra-long trash

pickers and stepped up the Trash Your Kayak campaign with

individual paddlers. This effort removed 130 tires and over 340

bags of trash from West Virginia waters.

 

 

 

WEST VIRGINIA TIRE RESCUE
BY THE TRASH YOUR KAYAK CLEAN UP CREW



R I V E R S  A L I V E  P R O J E C T
B Y  T H E  U P P E R  O C O N E E  W A T E R S H E D  N E T W O R K

OVER THE LAST THREE YEARS, UOWT HAS PARTNERED WITH "KEEP ATHENS-CLARKE COUNTY BEAUTIFUL" TO COMPLETE
CLEANUPS ON THE NORTH AND MIDDLE OCONEE RIVERS. WE SECURE VOLUNTEERS THROUGH "RIVERS ALIVE," AN ANNUAL
COMMUNITY EVENT THAT PLACES CLEANUP TEAMS ALONG STREAMS AND RIVER CORRIDORS. THIS COMMUNITY EVENT IS
PART OF A LARGER STATEWIDE CAMPAIGN CONDUCTED EVERY FALL TO CLEAN AND PRESERVE OVER 70,000 MILES OF
GEORGIA RIVERS AND STREAMS.

THIS YEAR WE ORGANIZED FIVE TEAMS TO COVER APPROXIMATELY TWENTY-FIVE RIVER MILES ON BOTH SECTIONS OF THE
OCONEE RIVER IN OUR COMMUNITY. KAYAKS WERE USED TO NAVIGATE TIGHT SPACES AND COLLECT TRASH FROM DOWNED
TREES, WHICH ACT AS TRASH STRAINERS ON THE RIVER. CANOES WERE DEPLOYED TO HAUL THE TRASH, ESPECIALLY
LARGE PIECES SUCH AS TIRES, SIGNAGE, AND OCCASIONALLY SHOPPING CARTS. BEING IN AN URBAN AREA, WE HAVE
NUMEROUS HOMELESS ENCAMPMENTS THAT PROVIDE SOME UNUSUALLY LARGE COLLECTIONS OF TRASH. AS WE ARE ON
THE RIVER, INSTEAD OF ALONGSIDE OF IT, OUR TEAMS ARE HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL IN REMOVING TRASH THAT IS DIFFICULT TO
ACCESS FROM THE SHORE. ON AVERAGE THE RIVER’S ALIVE PROJECT REMOVES 3 TONS OF TRASH, 1 TON OF RECYCLING,
AND 150 TIRES ANNUALLY. THREE HUNDRED VOLUNTEERS SUPPORTED THIS LOCAL EFFORT. OUR WATER TEAMS AVERAGE
FIFTEEN TO TWENTY PADDLERS IN NUMBER, HOWEVER DUE TO LOCAL ORDINANCES IN PLACE GUIDING VOLUNTEER EFFORTS
DURING THE PANDEMIC, OUR GROUP SIZE WAS LIMITED TO 10 PARTICIPANTS THIS YEAR.

WE ARE ESPECIALLY GRATEFUL FOR THE SUPPORT WE RECEIVED AND SINCERELY HOPE TO EXTEND OUR EFFORTS NEXT
YEAR AND INCREASE THE NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS ON THE WATER.



R I V E R  G U A R D I A N  P R O G R A M
B Y  T H E  W I L L A M E T T E  R I V E R  K E E P E R

THE RIVER GUARDIANS PROGRAM WORKS WITH COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS TO HELP ADDRESS THIS
ISSUE BY HOSTING MONTHLY “TRASHY TUESDAY” CLEAN UPS AND BY TRAINING VOLUNTEERS TO
MONITOR ASSIGNED RIVER SECTIONS FOR ANY ISSUES THAT AFFECT RIVER HEALTH.  MONTHLY CLEAN-
UPS ARE HELD IN EUGENE, CORVALLIS, SALEM, AND PORTLAND. DUE TO COVID, THESE CLEAN-UPS WERE
PUT ON HOLD FROM APRIL – JULY OF THIS YEAR. STARTING SEPTEMBER15TH WE WERE ABLE TO HOLD
6 CLEAN-UPS BETWEEN EUGENE, CORVALLIS, AND PORTLAND AND HAVE REMOVED MORE THAN ONE
TON OF TRASH FROM THE RIVER. 

Due to COVID-19 guidelines put in
place by our local health
department, our clean-up events
were limited to no more than 15
people per event. 

We have hosted 90 volunteers
for a total of 270 hours of work.



POTOMAC RIVER EARTH DAY CLEAN UP
BY THE GREAT FALLS FOUNDATION

FENTON LAKE STATE PARK CLEAN UP
BY KAYAK NEW MEXICO

IOWA PROJECT A.W.A.R.E. 
(A WATERSHED AWARENESS RIVER EXPEDITION)
BY N-COMPASS, INC.

DOWN THE RIVER CLEAN UP 
BY WE LOVE CLEAN RIVERS, INC.
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POTOMAC RIVER EARTH DAY CLEAN UP
BY THE GREAT FALLS FOUNDATION
BY THE GREAT FALLS FOUNDATION

The Great Falls Foundation hosted a river clean-up on Sunday, June 27th, 2021. After a year of delays due to COVID-19, we

had an excellent turnout for our 1st annual river clean-up event. Approximately 20 volunteers assembled around 10 AM

where Great Falls team members held a pre-brief to go over the goals of the clean-up, as well as reminders to wear

sunscreen, drink plenty of water, and a shout-out to the sponsors of the event! We received a generous time and use

donation of a service truck from the Cabin John Fire Department, negating the need to rent trash hauling services.

volunteers were very excited about the results - with over 23 bags and 500 pounds of trash collected - and expressed

commitment to attending a similar event again in the future. a big thanks goes out to the Cabin John Fire Department for

donating the use of their service truck during this event, this valuable relationship with our local Swift Water Rescue

team is something we at Great Falls Foundation cherish and hope to strengthen with additional events in the future. 

the funding support received from L.L. Bean and the American Canoe Association enabled us to host a community event

that everyone enjoyed. The goal always of the Great Falls Foundation is about bringing our community together in

cherishing our priceless river resources. Every single bit of trash we removed is one less piece that will find its way into

the oceans and hopefully, allow our watershed to breathe a little easier.

Number of volunteers: approximately 20 / Number of hours: over 60

Quantifying data: 24 bags of trash, 2 tires, several large pieces of treated lumber and other wood. Estimated total weight of over 500 lbs

(most bags were around 20 or so pounds, but several were considerably more as we consolidated bags while on the water). Around 2 miles of

river shore cleaned. We ran out of carrying capacity on the water and will need to come back! 

 



FENTON LAKE STATE PARK CLEAN UP
BY KAYAK NEW MEXICO

On July 31, 2021, Kayak New Mexico, Inc. teamed up with the New Mexico State Parks to clean up

Fenton Lake.  NM State Parks graciously provided free use of their group shelter. They also

provided trash bags, garbage pickup and reach tools, and gloves.

 

Kayak New Mexico, Inc. invited the local paddling community to help clean up Fenton Lake.

Fourteen adults (including one with special needs) and their children (including 2 with special

needs) attended the event and helped clean up the lake and surrounding area.

 

Fenton lake's waters flow to the Rio Cebolla, the Rio Guadalupe, and the Jemez river, before

making their way to the mighty Rio Grande.  Most of the trash picked up in and around the lake

was “micro” trash: fishing line and lures, aluminum foil tops, drinks, fish bait products, and a lot

of cigarette butts.  the clean up team also found pop cans, paper products, and water bottles.

 

Number of Volunteers:      20

Total Volunteer hours:        86

Pounds of Micro trash collected: 25



IOWA PROJECT A.W.A.R.E. 
(A WATERSHED AWARENESS RIVER EXPEDITION) 
BY N-COMPASS, INC.

The eighteenth annual Iowa Project AWARE was completed July 11-16, 2021, on the North, Middle and South Raccoon Rivers in Greene and Dallas

counties. The event, originally scheduled for July 12-17, 2020, had to be postponed due to COVID-19. Once planning resumed for the 2021 event,

organizers had to adjust the route due to drought conditions on the Middle Raccoon River. Instead of doing the originally planned 63 miles of the

Middle and South Raccoon rivers in Carroll, Guthrie and Dallas counties, organizers shifted the first three days of the event from the Middle

Raccoon River to the North Raccoon River. The remaining two days were completed on the Middle Raccoon River. A total of 49 river miles were

cleaned in Greene and Dallas counties.

In addition to Iowa, volunteers participated from California, Colorado,

Illinois, Minnesota, Nebraska, Ohio, South Caroline, South Dakota, Utah

and Wisconsin. Volunteers joined the event for a day, a couple of days or

the entire week. A total of 120 volunteers (40% of those registered)

participated all week. An average of 192 volunteers were on the river

each day. Volunteers ranged in age from 3 to 79; 67 (21%) of this year’s

participants were 18 years or younger; 12 (4%) were under 10 years of

age; 62 (19%) of the volunteers were age 62 or older. While 136 (43%) of

volunteers were first year volunteers, 19 volunteers were recognized

for their 5th year on the event, 5 participants were recognized for their

10th year, and 10 were recognized for their 15th year.

River Miles - 49

Participants – 319 (7,310 volunteer hours)

1st year Participants - 136 (43%)

AVerage participants per day - 192

Sponsors – 91, including L.L. Bean Club Fostered Stewardship Grant

Total Trash & Recyclables - 31,698 lbs (15.8 tons)

 Recyclables – 30,018 lbs (15.0 tons; 95% recycled)

Tires - 269 (10,720 lbs; 5.4 tons)

Scrap Metal – 16,180 lbs (8.1 tons)

Misc. recycling  – 3,118 lbs. (1.5 tons)

Trash - 1,680 lbs. (0.84 tons)

A total of 319 volunteers from across Iowa participated

7,310 volunteer hours

2021 Iowa Project AWARE Numbers



DOWN THE RIVER CLEAN UP 
BY WE LOVE CLEAN RIVERS, INC.

The Down the River Cleanup is the largest and longest-

running on-water cleanup event of its kind in Oregon, co-

hosted by local non-profit We Love Clean Rivers, in

partnership with Clackamas River Basin Council. Each year,

volunteers rally together in rafts, kayaks, drift boats, and

SCUBA gear to scour the streambed and banks for trash,

collecting an average of 2-3 tons – over half of which is

recycled. Since 2003, over 39 tons of garbage has been

removed from the Clackamas River by more than 4,400

volunteers.

 

Keeping the Clackamas clean  helps preserve and protect the

health of this beautiful and bountiful river that provides

fresh drinking water to well over 300,000 Oregonians (10% of

the Oregon population) and is home to old-growth forests,

endangered species, and one of the last remaining wild

salmon runs in the lower Columbia Basin.

 

This year we had 122 unique volunteers that contributed an

approximate 610 volunteer hours cleaning up the river

corridor from Milo McIver park to the river terminus at the

Willamette River. 1.06 tons of garbage and recycling was

removed from the river. We were also able to serve ~80

volunteers post event BBQ with food and beverages donated

from several local businesses. The L.L. Bean and ACA grant

helped provide us with safety materials for the cleanup,

signage at our volunteer sites, and help with the cost of self-

catering the appreciation BBQ.

 



f o r  m a k i n g  t h e
c l u b  f o s t e r e d  s t e w a r d s h i p

p r o g r a m  p o s s i b l e
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