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about the ACA
Founded in 1880, The American Canoe Association (ACA) is a national nonprofit organization serving the paddling
public by providing education related to all aspects of paddling, stewardship support to help protect paddling
environments, and sanctioning of programs and events to promote paddlesport competition, exploration, and
recreation.
in partnership with L.L. Bean, we believe the CFC Grant program's role is to support paddling opportunities and
access for the BIPOC community through the framework of existing paddling clubs, non-profits, and volunteer
groups. By leveraging the existing clubs and projects that are already in place (perhaps projects that were
once funded by a previous CFS grant), this project will not need to “reinvent the wheel.” in 2021, The CFC funding
was used to amplify diversity and inclusion efforts of existing groups/projects, rather than developing brand
new programs from scratch. The new paddlers engaged by the CFC DEI efforts now have a community group or
club to call “home,” which results in lasting relationships and a long-term interest in experiencing and
exploring the paddling world.

Club fostered community
Grant program
overview

Since 2002, the ACA has partnered with L.L. Bean to sponsor the Club Fostered Stewardship (CFS)
Program. The ACA is proud to help local paddling clubs and organizations build their communities and
improve their waterways. Through funds provided by L.L. Bean, the ACA’s CFS Program has provided
nearly $175,000 to over 185 different stewardship initiatives since its inception. in 2021, The CFS grant
was refocused and re-named as the "Club fostered community" program; funding was used to amplify
diversity and inclusion efforts of existing groups/projects through education, stewardship,
competition, recreation, and waterway exploration events.
With the continued support of L.L. Bean, the ACA will continue to support paddling clubs and
grassroots organizations around the country in their efforts to make this world a better place to
paddle. For more information, please visit:
americancanoe.org/partnerships
In 2021, the ACA funded eleven (11) organizations and the following stewardship projects:

COMMUNITY RIVER FLOAT &
PADDLING SKILLS DAY
BY DIVERSIFY WHITEWATER

photo: Stephen Elias Photography

ACA & L.L. BEAN FUNDING SUPPORTED TWO EVENTS THIS YEAR, WHICH WELCOMED 121
PARTICIPANTS AND 54 VOLUNTEERS TOTAL.TOTAL VOLUNTEER HOURS ESTIMATED AT OVER 300.
62 participants joined our Second Annual Community River Float on the Cache la
Poudre River near Fort Collins, CO. Our participants navigated class I-III rapids
along the Filter Plant section of the Poudre River with the help of our experienced
volunteer guides. 37 volunteers contributed approximately 200 hours of work to
facilitate this fantastic outing. This event occurred on Juneteenth, so we
partnered with Outdoor Afro to honor and respect the historic day.
We welcomed 59 new paddlers from the Colorado Front Range to Lake Pueblo for a
fun day of paddling in partnership with Colorado State University Pueblo Outdoor
Pursuits.17 volunteers contributed over 100 hours of work to bring this event to
life. Each participant was able to take two 1-hour lessons with experienced
instructors. Lesson options included kayaking, canoeing, and stand-up paddling.
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With your support and the generosity of all our volunteers, sponsors, and donors,
we delivered spectacular events that were 100% free for participants with
world-class equipment, expert instruction, lunch, and logistical ease. Across our
nine events in 2021, we welcomed over 360 new paddlers and 160 volunteers. These
events are critical to our mission to remove barriers for Black, Indigenous, and
People of Color (BIPOC) and Allies in paddling, raise awareness for diversity,
equity, and inclusion in the paddlesports community, and ultimately help develop
the next generation of BIPOC paddlers.

SALAMANDER ADVENTURE CAMP
BY THE FRENCH BROAD RIVER ACADEMY

The Salamander Adventure Camp (through the French Broad River Academy) took place from
Monday, June 28, 2021 to Friday, July 2, 2021. The purpose of the Salamander Adventure Camp is
to expose fourth grade students in our local community who are underserved to different
experiences in the outdoors.
The Salamander Adventure Camp provides structure, fun, and adventure to the lives of children. This year, the Salamander
Adventure Camp was able to serve six students for one week. While this number is lower than what we anticipated, we
believe that we positively impacted the lives of the students who were able to attend. As in 2019, FBRA partnered with our
local public elementary school, Woodfin Elementary, to find students in need. One of the lead counselors for the camp is a
teacher at Woodfin Elementary, while the other two lead counselors were FBRA staff members. In addition, 2021
Salamander Adventure Camp had two FBRA alumni serve as junior counselors who volunteered their time. The program
began each day of the week with the Camp Counselors picking up campers at their homes in a FBRA School van. Students were
transported to the FBRA Campus, where they ate breakfast and packed a sack lunch for the day. During the week, students
and counselors went on creek exploration walks to Cove Creek, the Davidson River, and the East Fork of the Pigeon River. It
was frequently necessary to hike to these locations. Campers played in the creeks, which always included searching for
salamanders and talks about stream ecology.

WILD & SC ENIC RED RI VERFES T
BY FRI ENDS OF THE RED RI VER / KENTUCKY WATERWAYS ALLI ANCE
Friends of Red River’s 4th annual Wild & Scenic Red RiverFest and the revival of the historic 29-mile Red River Canoe Race
(RRCR) was a great success! Our in-person event was a little different this year because of COVID-19 but we were able to
adapt by allowing for the in-person fun paddle and race on May 15 while hosting our festival presentations in a virtual
format in July and August. Ultimately, we were able to continue our work to promote clean water and engage more
stewards of the land and water through this event.
On May 15 we hosted 96 paddlers on Red River and over 75 people at the after-party. Both the race and fun paddle
started from Copperas Creek Canoe Launch. 61 folks paddled 7 miles to Red River Adventure and the 31 racers continued
along the adventurous route to Powell County Lion’s Club Park - 29 miles! We had participants from 10 states Michigan, Tennessee, Massachusetts, Maryland, Ohio, Florida, South Carolina, Texas, Louisiana and of course numerous
local/regional representation from Kentucky. We were thrilled to draw people from around the country, many whom
had never been to Kentucky, to the Red River to share our unique, adventurous, & biodiverse Wild & Scenic River.
Friends of Red River utilizes funds for hosting Red River Cleanups, constructing improved river access points, and other
fun & environmental education events. The only way we could pull off this complex event is because of the 60+
volunteers that made it happen! event volunteers contributed 480 hours of volunteer time!

NUESTRO RAPPAHANNOCK
PADDLE T RI PS
BY THE FRIENDS OF THE RAPPAHANNOCK

FRIENDS OF THE RAPPAHANNOCK (F.O.R.) INITIATED NUESTRO RAPPAHANNOCK (OUR RAPPAHANNOCK), A
STEWARDSHIP EFFORT BRINGING MESSAGES ABOUT RIVER SAFETY AND CONSERVATION CONCEPTS TO THE
WATERSHED’S GROWING SPANISH-SPEAKING POPULATION. THIS GRANT ENABLED F.O.R. TO PROVIDE FOUR
PADDLE TRIPS, HOSTED BILINGUALLY, AT NO-COST TO 40 PARTICIPANTS. BY PROVIDING THE TRIPS
BILINGUALLY AND REMOVING A FINANCIAL BARRIER, WE REACHED AN UNDERSERVED POPULATION WHO
HAVE HAD LIMITED OPPORTUNITIES TO GAIN CONFIDENCE IN PADDLE SKILLS, LEARN MORE ABOUT RIVER
SAFETY AND CONSERVATION CONCEPTS. EACH PADDLE TRIP WAS HOSTED BILINGUALLY IN ENGLISH AND
SPANISH LANGUAGES. IT INCLUDED A BEGINNING LESSON ON LAND FOCUSED ON BECOMING FAMILIAR WITH
EQUIPMENT, THE IMPORTANCE OF LIFE JACKETS AND AN INTRODUCTION TO PADDLE SKILLS. WHILE ON THE
WATER, PARTICIPANTS HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO TEST CERTAIN STROKES AND LEARN ABOUT RIVER
ECOLOGY. EACH PARTICIPANT LEFT WITH A PAMPHLET IN SPANISH THAT REINFORCES THE SAFETY AND
CONSERVATION CONCEPTS THEY LEARNED DURING THE TRIP.
Outreach to the Spanish-speaking community is an ongoing and long-term
project for F.O.R. Approximately 10% of Fredericksburg’s population is Spanishspeaking and this project enhanced FOR’s ongoing efforts for our programs to
be accessible to everyone within our watershed community.

OPWWEE URBAN FISHING SUMMER CLINIC
B Y O N E M O R E , O N E L E S S M E N T O R IN G IN C .

OPERATION WATERWAYS ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION (OPWWEE) was implemented in an outdoor hybrid
living classroom. OPWWEE is an experiential learning program for 4th - 11th grade,
disadvantaged, BIPOC students that are identified as overactive, lack of focus, and in need of an
active, structured hands-on, outdoor classroom setting during the summer. We use field trips and
on-campus service learning that is focused on watershed preservation throughout the summer.
River by river and stream by stream, 4th -11th graders, for the summer executed environmental
education projects to help raise public awareness about the health of streams, rivers, the
Chesapeake, Coastal Bays and about the steps that can be taken to restore and protect them.
Through this Summer program, OPWWEE seeks to increase BIPOC inclusion, student awareness,
angling proficiency, and involvement in the restoration and protection of the Bay its local
streams and rivers. OPWWEE was the vehicle to increase BIPOC student's access to environmental
programs that provided meaningful marine learning experiences.
63 students participated
400 pounds of trash removed
1300 sq. ft. of rain garden perimeter installed
4 tons of stone installed
10 aquaculture tanks implemented
40 native plants planted
100 seed oysters raised

MOHICAN AND KOKOSING RIVER
CLEAN UPS
BY PADDLE FOR HEROES VETERANS NONPROFIT

Thank you to the ACA and LL Bean for providing Paddle for Heroes
with this the CFC Grant to help us clean our rivers. On
September18th, 2021 many members of Paddle for Heroes and
volunteers joined together to clean the Mohican and Kokosing
Rivers in Ohio. We were able to clean 11 miles of these rivers. With
the purchase of grabbers, reusable and recyclable garbage bags,
and life jackets, we were able to safely remove over 30 tires and
2,000 bags of trash. We want to continue to provide a safe and
clean environment for the enjoyment of other paddlers and to
help the environment.
Additionally, Paddle for Heroes has built and installed 10
reusable and recyclable garbage bag dispensers along these
rivers. Those paddling the river can participate in keeping it clean
by utilizing the bags to pick up trash along their paddle. We
believe by providing these at river access points, we will be able
to continue to reduce the amount of garbage that is being put in
our river.
The grant funds provided went towards the purchase of bags,
materials to make the onion bag dispensers, and PFD's for the
clean-up. We had 20 volunteers that put in a total of 200 hours of
service. The team of volunteers cleaned 11 miles of river.
Thank you for giving us the
opportunity to do this for our
communities and our rivers. Your
generous award allowed us to be
successful in our endeavor this year.

GUN LAKE PADDLE PADDLE, SKY AN OAR FOR
GUARDIAN ANGELS, PADDLE FOR YOUR CAUSE,
& RUBBER DUCKI E REGATTA
BY SHAKA SUP RACI NG
From the beginning, Shaka SUP Racing was created to encourage outdoor
fitness, trying something new and adventurous, incorporate family
participation, and bringing communities together for local causes. At all of
our events we offer free to small fee equipment rentals, many participants
offer their own equipment for others to use for the beginner races.
our volunteer options offer local high school students and others the opportunity to be exposed to outdoor
activities, to achieve needed volunteer hours for college entrance, and ways to give back to their communities.
Shaka SUP Racing belongs to Midwest Paddle League racing series with the mutual goal of Community
First/Competition Second, wherein we are constantly creating ways to encourage more people to try the sport,
bring a friend. and support each other. Paddling is a way for an individual to be fit, increase their confidence, find
a way to enjoy the outdoors, and pass their love of paddling along to others.

NASHVILLE COMMUNITY SUP YOGA
BY SMALL WORLD YOGA

Thanks to this generous grant from the American Canoe Association and L.L. Bean, Small World Yoga’s team of volunteer
yoga instructors took the opportunity to expand their service in the Nashville community and enjoy an evening on the
water. Approximately 25 volunteers met on the evening of Sunday, August 22, 2021 from 4 to 7 p.m. at local paddleboard
and kayak outfitter, Nashville Paddle Company, located in the Hamilton Creek Recreation Area on the banks of J. Percy
Priest Lake. The team went out on the water for 3 hours to cover a 2-mile radius of shoreline depicted in the Nashville
Paddle Co map below. Thanks to the grant from ACA/L.L. Bean, we were able to rent out all boards and kayaks for the
duration and supply everyone with large mesh bags for collecting trash. In addition to collecting trash in the lake and
along the shoreline, some of our team who chose to stay on land, also collected trash from within the Hamilton Creek
Recreation Area, a park that is frequently busy on the weekends, leaving behind trash from picnics, parties, and other
activities. Small World Yoga is a nonprofit organization that exists to make yoga accessible in the Nashville community, so
the group enjoyed trying a few yoga poses while on their paddleboards. The group’s sense of adventure with getting wet
and flexibility thanks to yoga were an asset in paddling along the shore and finding clever ways to maximize collecting
trash to tote back to our home base where proper trash receptacles awaited. We estimate the team collected over 100
pounds of trash in their 3 hours together.
27 volunteers - 80 hours of volunteer time - 2 miles of lake cleaned - 16 individuals introduced to this park for the first
time - 6 individuals tried paddling for the first time.

LOST LOO N T RIATHLON
BY TENNESSEE SCENI C RI VERS ASSOCI ATI ON (TSRA)
Thank you ACA and L.L. Bean for selecting TSRA for a CFC grant this year. The funds granted were for TSRA’s Lost Loon
Triathlon at Long Hunter State Park on September 19, 2021. The rain Sunday morning added some liquid sunshine to the
event and our enthusiastic race teams participated in nine miles of road cycling, two miles of tandem canoeing on a
buoyed lake course and two miles of trail running around scenic Couchville Lake.
Lost Loon is a family-friendly triathlon designed to get people of all ages and abilities outdoors to enjoy outdoor
sports in a supportive environment. Lost Loon is an untimed event and awards are based on enthusiasm versus speed. It
is a fun way to introduce children and adults to paddle sports who would otherwise not have the opportunity to
participate. New this year, TSRA was happy to host special needs students, their families and their teachers from
nearby Wilson Central High School for our community teams thanks to the CFC grant. For some, this was their first time
in a canoe. By pairing a trained TSRA paddler in a canoe with a special needs student and a family member, we were able
to provide an encouraging and safe environment for those new to paddling.
We estimate that 35 volunteers completed approximately 140 volunteer hours on Lost Loon Day. Volunteers provided
on-the-course support in all three sports disciplines, the waterfront, safety monitors during the competition, aid
stations, setup and cleanup. Volunteer preparation for this event totaled over 240 hours throughout the year. In
total, we estimate 150 people participated in Lost Loon this year including volunteers, race teams, community teams,
family members and park staff. Thank you ACA and L.L. Bean for the opportunity to expand our outreach in the Middle
Tennessee community and to offer underserved groups an introduction to paddle sports and river conservation.

N.E.A.T BOAT RESTORATION PROJECT
BY TRAIL LIFE USA

The NE Oklahoma Area Team of Trail Life USA is a group of adults working within Trail Life USA, which is a Christian
adventure-oriented organization similar to the founding structure of the Boy Scouts of America. The area team provides
assistance and guidance to Troops and leaders in Trail Life and other similar groups in NE Oklahoma and in the case of
canoeing activities, provides access to canoes, equipment and instruction, with canoes and equipment to which the area
committee has access.
Before the receipt of the grant from ACA and LL Bean, the NE Oklahoma Area Team (NEAT) had access to 9 canoes, all over
20 years old, that had been well used and were not adequately maintained. These canoes and support equipment were the
aggregate of programs, primarily BSA troops, that converted to Trail Life or were dissolved and their canoes and
equipment ended up with Trail Life through gift or purchase by individuals, who granted them to NEAT.
We used grant funds to provide parts and supplies to replace damaged or missing thwarts, seats and painters; repair
leaks and caulk seams, do maintenance on the trailers, and purchased three new paddles and three new life jackets
(PFD’s) for each of the nine canoes as the old wooden paddles and old life jackets were near or past their useful lives.
Since then, the canoes, trailer and gear have been used for training and practicing canoe safety and skills, not limited to
but including the following events:
·A two night canoeing overnight with Trail Life on Lake Skiatook.
Seven Trail Life Troops comprised of over 200 boys and their families in NE
·A two night canoeing overnight with AHG on Lake Skiatook.
Oklahoma, are served by the NE Oklahoma Area Team. The canoes were also
used at two TLUSA Regional camps this summer. The South Plains Region,
·Trail Life Summer camp daily use for one week in Mena, Arkansas.
including our area, serves over 3,000 boys in Texas, Oklahoma and New
·Trail Life Summer camp daily use for one week in Camp Asher, near Asher, Ok.
Mexico.
·Boundary Waters Canoe Area expedition in Minnesota.

RI VER GUARDI AN PROGRAM
BY THE WI LLAMETTE RI VER KEEPER

OUR WILLAMETTE RIVER GUARDIANS PROGRAM HAS BEEN BUSY THIS YEAR! STATS ALONE INDICATE A STRONG CULTURE OF
STEWARDSHIP AND ENGAGEMENT. ON THE UPPER WILLAMETTE WE HAD 368 VOLUNTEERS LOG 1,326 HOURS IN RIVER CLEAN UPS IN
LANE, LINN AND BENTON COUNTIES! FROM THE HEADWATERS RURAL COMMUNITIES OF OAKRIDGE AND WESTFIR, SPRINGFIELD,
EUGENE AND CORVALLIS, OVER 181 YARDS OF GARBAGE AND 601 USED HYPODERMIC NEEDLES WERE REMOVED AND DISPOSED OF
FROM OUR WILLAMETTE WATERSHED. ADDITIONALLY, AS PART OF ONGOING PARKS RESTORATION AND RECREATION IMPROVEMENTS,
VOLUNTEERS REMOVED ENGLISH IVY FROM KEY RIPARIAN ZONES IN SPRINGFIELD, AND MULCHED TREES, TRAILS AND NATIVE PLANTS
IN EUGENE AND CORVALLIS. MEANWHILE, ON THE LOWER WILLAMETTE, WE SUCCESSFULLY HOSTED 26 TRASH CLEANUPS IN
MULTNOMAH, YAMHILL AND MARION COUNTIES, ENGAGING OVER 256 VOLUNTEERS, AND LOGGING OVER 428 VOLUNTEER HOURS!
WITH YOUR HELP, WE HAULED AWAY AN ASTONISHING 53 YARDS OF TRASH, INCLUDING 94 NEEDLES! NEW THIS YEAR, WE’VE HAD
THE OPPORTUNITY TO START EXPANDING OUR REGULAR CLEAN UP SITES AND CREATE NEW PARTNERSHIPS IN SALEM, KEIZER, ST.
PAUL AND WHEATLAND. WE ARE BOTH EXCITED AND GRATEFUL TO SEE THE INCREASED AMOUNT OF VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT!
RIVER GUARDIAN WORK IN EUGENE AND CORVALLIS WILL CONTINUE THROUGHOUT THE WINTER, AND WE PLAN TO PICK OUR ONCE A
MONTH CLEANUPS IN THE SALEM AREA, AND TWICE A MONTH IN PORTLAND BACK UP IN MARCH. WE HOPE THAT YOU CAN JOIN OUR
EFFORTS THROUGHOUT THE WINTER AND INTO 2022 TO KEEP YOUR RIVER CLEAN!
WILLAMETTE RIVERKEEPER THANKS ALL OF OUR PARTNERS WHO HELP TO MAKE THIS WORK HAPPEN THROUGH OUTREACH,
ENGAGEMENT AND FUNDING!
Volunteers Engaged: 624, Volunteer Hours: 1,754, Yards of Trash Removed: 234, Used Hypodermic Needles Removed: 695
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