Volunteer Head Coach – Sprint Canoe/Kayak Team (Olympic Hopes Regatta 2025)
Position Overview:
The Volunteer Head Coach will lead the U.S. Sprint Canoe/Kayak delegation of athletes aged 15–17 at the Olympic Hopes Regatta 2025. This role is responsible for the coaching, supervision, management, and mentorship of a team of 20–40 athletes during the event, including all phases of travel, training, competition, and cultural activities abroad. Prior to the event, the Head Coach will collaborate with the Team Manager to plan logistics and other essential preparations. If no Team Manager is present during the event, the Head Coach will assume full responsibility for logistics, planning, and communications. The Head Coach will also mentor the Assistant Coach, helping to develop their coaching skills and leadership abilities.
Responsibilities:
· Serve as the primary leader of the athlete delegation during all phases of travel, training, competition, and cultural activities at the Olympic Hopes Regatta 2025.
· Collaborate with the Team Manager leading up to the event for logistical planning (travel, accommodations, equipment, meals, etc.), ensuring everything is in place for a successful trip.
· Execute the logistical plans if no Team Manager is present, overseeing the daily operations on-site, including schedules, meals, transportation, and venue transitions.
· Develop and implement daily training and racing plans in collaboration with team staff.
· Communicate effectively with athletes, assistant coaches, event organizers, and U.S. leadership.
· Mentor the Assistant Coach, helping to develop their coaching skills, leadership abilities, and professional growth.
· Foster a positive, inclusive team environment that reflects excellence, sportsmanship, cultural respect, and resilience.
· Respond to emergencies or disciplinary issues swiftly, maintaining the safety and well-being of all athletes.
· Provide leadership in training camps and meetings before the event, in collaboration with the Team Manager.
· Manage communications with parents and guardians if no Team Manager is present before, during, and after the event, providing updates on logistics, schedules, and athlete progress.
· Ensure athletes understand and adhere to competition rules, travel guidelines, and team standards.
· Uphold and promote the values and long-term goals of the American Canoe Association's Sprint High Performance Program.
Qualifications:
· Significant coaching experience in sprint canoe/kayak, preferably at the junior or national level.
· Proven success managing teams during major domestic or international regattas.
· Strong organizational, communication, and leadership skills.
· Valid certifications (or willingness to obtain): Competition Member of ACA, SafeSport, First Aid/CPR..
· Experience traveling internationally with youth athletes (preferred).
· Ability to commit to planning meetings, training camps, and the entire duration of international travel.
· Strong interpersonal skills, with the ability to work collaboratively as part of a coaching team.
