EXHIBIT A
Athlete Stipend Criteria


Olympic:
Sprint & Slalom
Four-tiered structure for determining USOPC Elite Athlete Support eligibility for 2026.
These apply only to the events included in the 2028 LA Olympic Games program. Athlete Support will be given to athletes who meet the Team USA Athlete Definition and if needed, evidence to show an [image: ] trajectory is on target to meet the Team USA Definition moving into LA 2028

Tier 1 qualification
Monthly support is awarded to athletes who earned consecutive Olympic medals at consecutive Olympics Games and have signed the 2026 ACA Athlete Agreement.

Tier 2 qualification
Monthly support is awarded to athletes who medaled at the 2024 Olympics or who Podium (1st, 2nd, or 3rd) at the 2025 Senior World Championships and have signed the 2026 ACA Athlete Agreement.

Tier 3 qualification
Monthly support is awarded to athletes who finished within 5% of the winning time in A Final at the 2024 Olympics, or who qualified for the A final at the 2025 World Championships or won a gold medal (top 1) at the 2025 ICF Canoe Sprint U23 World Championships, and have signed the 2026 ACA Athlete Agreement.

Tier 4 qualification
Monthly support is awarded to athletes who qualified for the A Finals at a 2025 World Cup or who qualified for the A Finals at the 2025 Junior/U23 World Championships and have signed the 2026 ACA Athlete Agreement.

Paralympic:
Monthly athlete support eligibility for 2026 will be broken into two periods. The first eligibility period will be from January 1, 2026 [image: ] August 31, 2026, the second will be from September 1, 2026 [image: ] December 31, 2026.

Period 1: January 1, 2026 [image: ] August 31, 2026
· Tier 1: Athletes achieving the finishing placement positions and finishing time standards based upon the ACA Paracanoe EAP standards at the following events will be eligible for a monthly athlete stipend.
· 2025 ICF Paracanoe World Championships: A-Finalist or Top 3 B-Finalist meeting a 10% ACA Paracanoe EAP standard within respective event.
· 2026 ICF Paracanoe World Cups: Top 3 A-Finalist meeting a 10% ACA Paracanoe EAP standard within respective event.
· Tier 2: Athletes achieving the finishing placement positions and finishing time standards based upon the ACA Paracanoe EAP standards at the following events will be eligible for a monthly athlete stipend.



· 2025 ICF Paracanoe World Championships: A-Finalist or Top B-Finalist meeting a 12% ACA Paracanoe EAP standard within respective event.
· 2026 ICF Paracanoe World Cups: A-Finalist or Top 3 B-Finalist meeting a 12% ACA Paracanoe EAP standard within respective event.

Period 2: September 1, 2026 [image: ] December 31, 2026
· Tier 1: Athletes achieving the finishing placement positions and finishing time standards based upon the ACA Paracanoe EAP standards at the following events will be eligible for a monthly athlete stipend.
· 2026 ICF Paracanoe World Championships: A-Finalist or Top 3 B-Finalist meeting a 10% ACA Paracanoe EAP standard within respective event.
· Tier 2: Athletes achieving the finishing placement positions and finishing time standards based upon the ACA Paracanoe EAP standards at the following events will be eligible for a monthly athlete stipend.
· 2026 ICF Paracanoe World Championships: A-Finalist or Top 3 B-Finalist meeting a 12% ACA Paracanoe EAP standard within respective event.
· 2026 ICF Paracanoe World Cups: A-Finalist or Top 3 B-Finalist meeting a 12% ACA Paracanoe EAP standard within respective event.



EXHIBIT B
EAHI Criteria

Olympic:
Athletes who meet the Team USA athlete definition and who meet Tier 1,Tier 2, and Tier 3 criteria will receive EAHI and awarded at beginning of 2026. (Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tier 3 meet Team USA athlete definition)
· If more than 6 athletes meet criteria, top 2025 World Championship placement in Olympic events will be used to select athletes based on the highest finish.
· If fewer than 6 athletes meet criteria, Tier 2 and Tier 3 athletes will be selected based on the highest finish at the 2025 World Championships in an Olympic Event.
2025 Qualifying Events for 2026 EAHI
· 2025 Sprint and Slalom World Championships
· All results and rankings to award EAHI will be determined following the completion of both Sprint and Slalom World Championships and the End of Season 2025 ICF World Ranking (must be in the Top 20)
2026 Qualifying Events for 2027 EAHI:
· 2026 Sprint and Slalom World Championships
· All results to award EAHI will be determined following the completion of both Sprint and Slalom World Championships.
· Slalom World Champs [image: ] Oklahoma City, USA [image: ] End of July 2026 (Op Gold event)
· Sprint [image: ] World Champs [image: ] Poznan, Poland [image: ] Aug 26-30 (Op Gold Event)


Paralympic:
Athletes meeting the USOPC’s Team USA Definition criteria will be eligible for the EAHI. In the event 
that there are more athletes eligible than available EAHI slots allocated to the ACA, the following event results will be considered in the following priority order to offer EAHI slots. Additionally, a tie break procedure will be applied as necessary to factor in first the athletes with the highest finishing placement within their respective event, followed by a tie breaker to the athlete meeting a faster relative ACA EAP Standard percentage. EAHI slots will be awarded at the start of each Period:

· Period 1: January 1, 2026
1. 2025 World Championship – Athletes achieving a finishing placement within their event’s respective A-Final and/or Top-3 B-Final with a finishing time equating to at least 12% of ACA’s EAP Standard.
2. 2024 Paralympic Games – Athletes finishing within their event’s respective A Final.
3. 2024 Paralympic Games – Athletes finishing within their event’s respective B Final.
· Period 2: September 1, 2026
1. 2026 World Championships – Athletes achieving a finishing placement with their event’s  respective A-Final and/or Top-3 B-Final with a finishing time equating to at least 12% of ACA’s EAP Standard.
2. 2026 World Cups – Athletes achieving a finishing placement within their event’s 
respective A-Final and/or Top-3 B-Final with a finishing time equating to at least 12% of
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